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SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: QUITO AND GUAYAQUIL AIRPORTS 
REF: QUITO 7056 

1 . WHILE USDOC CAN INFORM INTERESTED AMERICAN FIRMS THAT 
GOE WOULD PREFER TO OBTAIN ONE CONSORTIUM PROPOSAL FROM 

U.S. INDUSTRY, IT CANNOT ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH ONE 
OR MORE FIRMS THAT WOULD RESULT IN AN ARRANGEMENT THAT 
WOULD EXCLUDE PARTICIPATION BY ANY INTERESTED COMPANIES. 
STATE AND COMMERCE AGREE, THEREFORE, WITH E/C COUNSELOR S 
STATEMENT IN PARA FIVE OF REFTEL THAT SUCH A ROLE NO 
MORE FEASIBLE THAN FOR USG TO PICK AN INDIVIDUAL COMPANY 
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FOR PARTICIPATION. 

2. GUDINO OBVIOUSLY CORRECT IN STATING THAT REVIEW OF 
PROPOSALS FOR DESIGN OF NEW INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS IS 
MAJOR UNDERTAKING REQUIRING CONSIDERABLE PROFESSIONAL 
EXPERTISE. IF EMBASSY FEELS IT APPROPRIATE, IT MAY WISH 

TO RAISE SEVERAL POINTS WITH GUDINO: FIRST, NATIONAL 
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ORIGIN IS NOT NATURAL CRITERION FOR JUDGING AIRPORT 
ENGINEERING COMPETENCE. SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF SIMILAR 
UNDERTAKINGS MIGHT BE MORE PERTINENT CONSIDERATION. 

SECOND, IT IS CUSTOMARY. THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, FOR 
CONTRACTING AUTHORITIES TO ASK INTERESTED FIRMS TO 
PROVIDE INFORMATION ON QUALIFICATIONS, INCLUDING 
EXPERIENCE ON SIMILAR PROJECTS .FINANCIAL CAPABILITY, ETC., 
FROM WHICH IT CAN DEVELOP A SHORTLIST OF COMPANIES 
JUDGED TO BE QUALIFIED TO MAKE PROPOSALS; AND THEN CALL 
FOR BIDS. THIRD, IF GOE DOES NOT BELIEVE IT HAS 
ADEQUATE RESOURCES FOR REVIEWING PROPOSALS AND/OR 
DEVELOPING PREQUALIFICATION LISTS, THESE SERVICES ARE 
OFFERED BY PRIVATE CONSULTANTS (WHO OFTEN ARE PRECLUDED 
FROM FURTHER PROJECT PARTICIPATION IN ORDER TO PROVIDE 
FOR OBJECTIVE RECOMMENDATIONS) OR INTERNATIONAL ENTITIES 
SUCH AS ICAO. 

3. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION IS WILLING CONSIDER 
OFFERING ITS SERVICES IN SUCH A CAPACITY WITH RESPECT TO 
AIRPORT DESIGN, ON A REIMBURSABLE BASIS, IF GOE WERE TO 
INITIATE REQUEST. AID-SUGGESTS E/C COUNSELLOR 
CONSULT EMBASSY AID OFFICER TO REVIEW QUESTION OF 
WHETHER SUCH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WOULD MEET CRITERIA FOR 
661 REIMBURSABLE PROGRAM. 
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4. WHILE IT PRACTICALLY CERTAIN THAT GUDINO AND DCA 
AWARE OF FOREGOING POINTS, EMBASSY MAY WISH TO REPEAT 
THEM AS INDICATION THAT U.S. AIRPORT ENGINEERING FIRMS 
ARE WILLING TO ENTER INTO OPEN COMPETITION UNDER 
REASONABLE TERMS EVEN THOUGH USG DOES NOT PROVIDE 
SUPPORT OF THE TYPE OFFERED TO COMPANIES BY GOVERNMENTS 
OF THIRD COUNTRIES -(I.E. EXCLUSION OF DOMESTIC 
COMPETITION)BUT WOULD EFFECTIVELY BE PRECLUDED FROM 
PARTICIPATION IF DCA PROCEEDS ALONG LINES INDICATED IN 
REFTEL. 
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